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The Kosciuszko Foundation
Philadelphia Chapter

and the

Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission

with cooperation of  

The Philadelphia Orchestra
present the dedication of an official
historical marker commemorating 

Leopold Stokowski
Conductor and Music Director  
of The Philadelphia Orchestra

Saturday, Sept. 18, 2021
at 12:00 NOON

located at

The Academy of Music
240 South Broad Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania



Our Sincere Thanks 

to the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tom Wolf, Governor

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Nancy Moses, Chair

Andrea W. Lowery, Executive Director

The City of Philadelphia
James F. Kenney, Mayor

The Poles in America Foundation
Jack Pinkowski, President and CEO

The Academy of Music
and 

The Philadelphia Orchestra
for making this historical marker a reality



The Foundation, named for the Revolutionary War hero
Thaddeus Kosciuszko, is a not-for-profit organization based
in New York City. It was established in 1925 to encourage
and promote the study of Polish culture, history, language,
and tradition in the United States. It is the Foundation's
objective to foster among Americans of Polish ancestry a
deeper understanding of their cultural heritage, thereby
enriching the pluralistic culture and traditions of the United
States of America.  

The Foundation builds international understanding
through the interchange of students and scholars, knowl-
edge and skills; through its book program for Polish institu-
tions of higher learning and by sponsoring summer study
programs at Polish universities. 

The Foundation conducts its educational services by
p roviding scholarships to worthy students attending
American universities, organizing lectures, concerts, art
exhibits, and promoting publications and books on Polish
topics. 

The Philadelphia Chapter received its official charter in
October of 1994. The chapter supports the traditional
scholastic, intellectual, and exchange programs of The
Kosciuszko Foundation and organizes cultural events with
a Polish theme in the Philadelphia area. The Officers and
Executive Board invite your participation in our chapter
activities.  

The Kosciuszko Foundation  
Philadelphia Chapter

Officers
Sylwia Czajkowska, President

Peter J. Obst, Vice-President     
Margaret Zaleska, Vice-President

Hanna Wewiora, Treasurer 
Elizabeth Zechenter, Secretary

Directors
Ela Gosek, Bozena Korczak

Maria Werner-Wasik, Andre Zlotnicki

The Kosciuszko Foundation
Philadelphia Chapter

L E O P O L D S T O K O W S K I
(1882 - 1977)

Visionary music director
of The Philadelphia
Orchestra, 1912-1941.
Possessing a unique
combination of musical
genius and charisma; he
created the “Philadel-
phia Sound” and promoted
classical music to a 
wide audience in the
Disney Film Fantasia and
hundreds of recordings.

Leopold Stokowski Historical Marker
Event Committee

Sylwia Czajkowska, Chair

Paul Krzywicki, 
Laison with The Philadelphia Orchestra

Peter J. Obst
Research and Event Program Layout

Margaret  Zaleska
Publicity and Invitations















Though born in London of a mixed heritage that includ-
ed Polish, Scottish and Irish elements, he would later claim
Krakow was his birthplace. He began playing the violin at the
age of seven,  was admitted to the Royal College of Music at
thirteen, and at eighteen  became a church organist at the
St. James’s Anglican Church in London. He made his con-
ducting debut in Paris in 1909. That year he took over the
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra. 

In October 1912 he became the Music Director of The
Philadelphia Orchestra. His tenure lasted until 1941. With his
unique combination of showmanship and musical genius he
created the "Philadelphia Sound" and made T h e
Philadelphia Orchestra into a leading, world-class institution.

At the age of thirty five, he was hailed as an orchestra
builder and as a promoter of modern music.

He pioneered the use of "free" bowing, which produced
a rich, homogenized string tone. A relentless innovator,
Stokowski experimented with orchestral seating and "free"
breathing for brass instruments. One of the first modern con-
ductors to give up the use of the baton, Stokowski employed
graceful, almost hypnotic, hand gestures to work his magic.  

He was the first conductor to become a true superstar
and was even regarded as something of a matinee idol, an
image aided by his appearances in such films as the Deanna
Durbin spectacle One Hundred Men and a Girl (1937) and,
most famously, as the flesh-and-blood leader of T h e
Philadelphia Orchestra in Walt Disney's animated classic
Fantasia (1940).

As an early proponent of electronic recording of sym-
phonic music he made vinyl recordings with T h e
Philadelphia Orchestra as soon as this technology was intro-
duced.  He promoted the use of electronic instruments such
as the theremin and ondes martenot, predicting a time when
composers would be able to shape music directly via elec-
tronic devices.

Following his 29-year stay in Philadelphia, Stokowski
directed and was conductor with several other ensembles,
including the All-American Youth Orchestra (which he found-
ed), the NBC Symphony Orchestra, the New Yo r k
Philharmonic, the Houston Symphony Orchestra (1955-61),
and the American Symphony Orchestra, which he founded in
1962.

During the 1960s he returned to Philadelphia several
times as a guest conductor.

He left an indelible mark on the City of Philadelphia and
on how it is perceived around the world as a home for clas-
sical music.

Leopold Stokowski  (1882-1977)  
Conductor and Music Director of The Philadelphia Orchestra



with the compliments of

The Kosciuszko Foundation
Marek Skulimowski, President

15 East 65th Street
New York, NY 10065

www.thekf.org 

Polonia Technica
Waldemar Lipinski



Congratulations
on dedicating an official historical marker for Leopold Stokowski

musical genius and conductor of the Philadelphia Orchestra

Premium Polish Products since 1991

WWW.BACIK.COM



Let us all celebrate
Marker Dedication Day

for

Leopold
Stokowski

as the maestro returns in spirit 
to the Academyof Music

site of his greatest triumphs

Deborah M. Majka 
PAC Vice President for Cultural Activities

Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland for Southeastern Pennsylvania
www.polishcultureacpc.org/Consul

A painter paints his pictures 
on canvas. 

But musicians paint 
their pictures on silence. 

We provide the music, 
and you provide the silence. 

Leopold Stokowski, 1967

Thank you for being part of this KF Philadelphia Chapter Event
to honor the Great Maestro.

Sylwia Czajkowska
President, The Philadelphia Chapter of the Kosciuszko Foundation

Photo Courtesy of The Phila. Orchestra Archives
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ASSOCIATION OF 

POLISH AMERICAN ENGINEERS

POLONIA TECHNICA Inc.
208 E. 30th Street, New York, NY 10016

www. polonia-technica.org

Organizing and serving the Polish-
American professional community in USA,

cooperating with engineering 
societies in Poland and Europe since 1941,

and supporting Polonia societies 
and organizations in America.

Dr Janusz Romanski - Honorary Chairman
Dr Malgorzata Romanska

The Kosciuszko Foundation
Philadelphia Chapter

P.O. Box 98, Langhorne, PA 19047
thekfphiladelphia@gmail.com

See us online - Facebook and Linkedin
www.thekf.org/kf/chapters/philadelphia/about/

www.facebook.com/KFPhiladelphia 

Ela and Jan
Sozanski



Maria Werner-Wasik

Our Sincere Thanks
to the 

Philadelphia Department of Streets
for installing this historical marker 

on time in the aftermath of

Tropical Storm Ida
and the damage it caused in the city

including the epic flooding of the
Vine Street Expressway



Elzbieta and Zbigniew Chrzanowski

TRIDENT 
CONTRACTING

One Serious Seal

147 West 35th Street, Suite 511
New York, NY 10001

Cell:     347-622-2445
Phone: 212-967-2600
Fax:     212-967-5140

e-mail:  zibby@ters.us.com 

.






